ADEQ’s Mission
To protect, enhance and restore
the natural environment for the
well‐being of all Arkansans

ADEQ: What We Do
The Department of Environmental Quality is
an agency of the state of Arkansas. We are
headquartered in North Little Rock and have
oﬃces and inspectors throughout the state.
Our regulatory programs
for air, water, solid
waste, hazardous waste,
petroleum storage tanks
and mining help protect
Arkansas’s environment.
We issue operating
permits for businesses
and farms and monitor
for compliance.

What You Can Do
●

●

●

Reduce the amount of stuﬀ
you buy. Seriously consider
what you will actually use
before buying more.
Reuse items as long as
they’re functional or find
other ways to use them.
Recycle items you can’t use
to save resources in the
manufacture of new items.

Managing Household Waste
and Yard Waste

Don’t Burn It!

We also manage programs to assist businesses,
educators and the public with regulatory,
recycling and other issues. ADEQ oﬀers
loans and tax credits for environmental
improvement projects.

Helpline: 501-682-0923
Email: info@adeq.state.ar.us
www.adeq.state.ar.us
Arkansas Department of
Environmental Quality
5301 Northshore Drive
North Little Rock, AR 72118-5317
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Let us show you ways
to avoid the dangers
of burning household and
yard waste.

Household waste—
why not burn it?
It’s against the law in Arkansas.
Household waste contains more toxins now
than it did a generation ago. Our typical trash
includes plastics and other items that contain
toxic chemicals. When burned, these items
release more than irritating ash into the air; they
create harmful emissions that can increase the
risk of heart disease, aggravate respiratory
ailments such as asthma and emphysema, and
cause rashes, nausea, or headaches.
Dioxins, extremely toxic chemicals, are often
emitted when some materials that don’t contain
dioxins in their original state undergo a
chemical change when burned.
Arkansas law prohibits the burning of
household wastes to protect residents and
visitors from hazardous emissions.
In the past, burning was the only way for many
rural Arkansans to manage trash, but now
reasonably priced curbside collection or drop‐
oﬀ centers for garbage and recyclables are
available for nearly everyone.
For more
information,
contact your
city hall or
county
judge’s
oﬃce.

What about yard
waste?
There is no state law against on‐site
burning of yard waste (grass clippings,
leaves, limbs) when there is not a burn ban
in eﬀect, but it may be illegal in some
municipalities. If in doubt about laws or
burn bans in your area, contact your local
fire department or law enforcement
agency.
Debris burning is the leading cause of
wildfires in Arkansas, according to the
Arkansas Forestry Commission.
ADEQ encourages you to consider
alternatives to burning yard wastes to
protect air quality and prevent wildfires.
Yard waste is not allowed in landfills.
Choose from these options instead:
●

Mulch grass clippings and leave them
on the ground for a healthier lawn.

●

Mulch fallen leaves to use on your
lawn, shrubs and flower beds.

●

Compost yard waste and add
to your soil to enrich it.

●

Check with your solid waste hauler
or city or county government to see
if a collection or drop‐oﬀ program
is available for yard waste.

For more information
about waste disposal,
recycling, composting and
your regional solid waste
management district, visit the
Solid Waste Division pages on the Arkansas
Department of Environmental Quality web‐
site at www.adeq.state.ar.us.

Contacts
● Report pollution problems from
open burning to:
ADEQ Air Division, 501‐682‐0773
● Report nuisance, fire or safety
complaints about open burning to:
Your local fire station, police or sheriﬀ’s oﬃce
● Waste management options:
Local government or the
ADEQ Helpline, 501‐682‐0923
● Other environmental concerns:
ADEQ Helpline, 501‐682‐0923 or
info@adeq.state.ar.us.

